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Freeway Efforts Enter 
New Stage 
By Jon Nowick 


Our neighborhood appears to be entering a 
new, perhaps decisive phase in its long effort to 


improve the Whitehurst Freeway. The city in . 


recent months has provided an outline of a pos- 
sible freeway solution. It has strongly reaffirm- 
ed its decision, reported by the Washington 
- Post last fall, against radical freeway changes, 
but it has left the door open to moderate 
improvements. Neighborhood groups have al- 
ready begun to respond. 


The city’s stand against major or very costly 
freeway changes was indicated in its final en- 
vironmental impact statement on freeway-im- 
provements, released in mid-summer. The two- 
volume document, issued under the Mayor’s 
signature, recommended renovating the exist- 
ing freeway but doing little more for our end 
than tearing down two unused access ramps. It 
` specificially rejected adding new ramps into 
our neighborhood to divert traffic. The report 
was the result of several years of study and 
hearings, in which the Foggy Bottom neigh- 
borhood took an active part. 


While the report offered few solutions to our 
neighborhood’s problems, the Mayor held out 
promises in a meeting with neighborhood rep- 
resentatives in May. The Mayor supported the 
stand of the environmental impact statement 
against radical changes, yet he expressed a will- 
ingness to allocate several million dollars to- 
ward moderate improvements on our end. He 
said the city’s public works department would 
be ready to hear our ideas and implied our sug- 
gestions would be favorably considered if they 
were within his budgetary parameters. 


The ANC and FBA responded by forming a 
joint freeway improvements committee in July. 
It consists of several FBA officers, ANC com- 
missioners, and interested citizens, including 
Commissioners Maria Tyler and Geoffrey 
Stamm, and FBA President Robert C. Brews- 
ter and Vice President Holsey G. Handyside. 
The committee has since met and taken steps to 
open a dialogue with the city. (See committee 
roster elsewhere in this issue.) 


I submitted to the committee a list of poten- 
tial freeway improvements as food for thought, 
which I will reproduce below. Some of them 
have been proposed in various forms by other 
citizens, including Commissioner Tyler, FBA 
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Meeting 


Foggy Bottom 
Association 


8:00 P.M. 


SEPTEMBER 30 


St. Paul’s Parish House 
2480 K Street, N.W. 


Speaker 
DAVID A. CLARKE 
Chairman of the D.C. City Council 
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Cooper Houses Saved 
from Demolition; Court 
Challenge Expected 


By Steve Levy 


In July, 1985, the Mayor’s Agent for D.C. 
Law 2-144 (the historic preservation law) de- 


- nied the request of Mr. Richard Donnelly, a 


real estate investor and developer, to demolish 
the Emily Cooper houses at 2521-23 K Street, 
N.W. (Donnelly had earlier demolished with- 
out warning the old townhouse and carriage 
house at the corner of 26th & L Streets.) 

The decision caps the series of hearings in 
which the D.C. Preservation League, Advisory ~ 
Neighborhood Commission 2A and the Foggy 
Bottom Association succeeded in having the 
Cooper Houses, the oldest structures in Foggy 
Bottom, designated as historic landmarks. 

Mr. Donnelly earlier had stated his intent to 
appeal any adverse decision to the courts; he 
has thus far lost each stage of the admin- 
istrative appeal process. The ANC has repeat- 
edly offered to work with him in designing an 
adaptive reuse of the buildings which would let 
them remain as one of the pleasing aspects of 
our neighborhood and still preserve his finan- 
cial interests. i 

Following are excerpts from the decision,-for 
which we thank the Mayor’s agent, Artis M. 
Hampshire. 

On October 24, 1984, and in accordance 
with Section 3(F) of D.C. Law 2-144, the His- 
toric Preservation Review Board (hereinafter 
the “Review Board”) designated the Cooper 
Houses as an historic landmark. The Review 
Board found the Cooper Houses unusual ex- 
amples of mid-nineteenth century vernacular 
Washington architecture and illustrative of 
regional trends in American architecture. The 
building at 2521 K Street, N.W. is a two-story, 
painted brick residential building constructed 
in 1843. The vernacular form uses such details 
as Flemish bond brick work, tall parapet, 
molded window lintels, and a classically styl- 
ized doorway. Directly to the west, 2523 K 
Street, N.W. dates to 1868 and is a simple ex- 
ample of urban vernacular architecture, featur- 
ing highly styled details applied to vernacular 
forms. The flat-faced building is two bays wide 
with its entry door placed on the western bay. 
Wooden detailing in the Italiante style marks 
the door and cornice, while a simple three- 
room vernacular plan forms the building. The 
two buildings are the oldest buildings extant in 
the Foggy Bottom area. 
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Foggy Doings 


It sure is interesting to live in | 
an area where your neighbors | 
are in the daily newspaper! For ` 


instance, Les Janka, formerly 
an FBA president, was one of 
the subjects of an article in the 
Wall Street Journal recently. 
Les’ firm represents three for- 
eign countries, Egypt, Morocco 
and Jordan, and some of the is- 
sues and activities involved in 
lobbying for foreign countries 
were described. The whole Jan- 
ka family, including Michele 
and little Noelle, spent some 
time recently in that part of the 
world. Too bad Noelle is too 
young to really remember it. 

Another world traveler who 
once lived in FB has published 
a book. He is Nathaniel Davis 
who now resides with his wife, 
Elizabeth, in California. His 
book is “The Last Two Years 
of Salvador Allende,” pub- 
lished by Cornell University 
Press. As U.S. Ambassador, 
Davis witnessed this period 
and, according to the press 
release, “his firsthand oberva- 
tions, enriched with new evi- 
dence brought to light during 
the last decade, provide a vivid 
picture of the controvesy that 
continues to provoke world- 
wide debate.” 

This fall the Catholic Uni- 
versity area will be gaining and 
we will be losing a woman ac- 


tive in the neighborhood over 
the past several years. She is 
Dian Overbey of Colonial 
Arms who is. purchasing a gar- 
den apartment condo in north- 
east Washington. Dian has 
been involved in the neigh- 


borhood ‘through her work in | 


the Colonial Arms tenants’ 
group, as a member of the 26th 


and K Committee, and in other- 


ways. She has our wishes for 
good luck and good fortune. 


SSSSSSSSSSS: 


Metro End to 
M12 Bus Tabled 


Earlier this month Metro 
held hearings on a number of 
proposed changes in bus serv- 
ice. Among the proposals was 
the discontinuance of the M12 
which runs from Kennedy Cen- 
ter to Georgetown. The ra- 
tionale given was light ridership 
and duplication by other Me- 


_ trobus routes. The proposal, 


however, was tabled, partially 
due to inadequate notices on 
the buses themselves, and pro- 
tests mounted by some of the 
ridership. It is not known if the 
proposal will be heard at a later 
date. 
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INN GEORGETOWN 


After 25 years of unexcelled distinction as owners 
of Normandy Farms in Potomac, Maryland, Leo and 
Linda Speros are treating the Washington area to a 
new, quaint restaurant in the heart of Georgetown. 

Sumptuous seafood with celestial continental 
sauces. Sizable sizzling steaks. Homemade desserts. All 
fresh. All at affordable prices. 

There is also a fresh attitude toward you. Personal- 
ized attention. Every effort is made to insure a 
memorable dining experience. 

We believe the only complaint you’ll have is that 
you'll be served too much of our delicious cuisine! 


Leo and Linda invite you to enjoy. 
Georgetown Dutch Inn 
1075 Thomas Jefferson Street, Washington, D.C. 
Free Parking after 6:00 p.m. 


Reservations Recommended 


He 


333-0993 


Beautification 
Notes 
By Mary E. Healy 


The National Park Service 
and the Saudi Arabian Embas- 
sy came through again this sum- 
mer — with many hundreds of 
Tulip Bulbs donated to St. 
Mary’s Court, St. Stephen 
Martyr Catholic Church, St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, the 
House of Ruth and several 
D.C. Residential Community 
Facilities. When you see and 
enjoy all those beautiful tulips 
blooming next Spring please 
remember to think “thank you 
NPS and SAE.” Both will be 
thanked publicly by Mayor 
Marion Barry at his Annual 
Neighborhood Beautification 
Awards Ceremony on Novem- 
ber 1 at the Convention Center. 


Support 
Our 


Advertisers 


Note for Sharp- 
Eyed Librarians 


It is our hope that a correc- 
tion made in this issue of the 
FBNews will not confuse too 
many people. Over a fairly 
long period of time several un- 
intentional errors were made in 
the numbering system of this 
paper. The volume and issue 
numbers were not too far off, 
but have now been corrected to 
start Volume 30 with this Sep- 
tember, 1985 issue, and con- 
tinue the same volume until the 
June or June/July issue. Only 
research back over the official 
issues unearthed the errors. 
Volume 31 will start with Sep- 
tember, 1986. 


Soggy Bottom 
Babies 


FAMILY PICNIC 


October 19 
at the 
playground 


All Children & 
Parents Invited 
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Hearing Held on ABC License 


A hearing was held Septem- 
ber 4 before the Alcohol Bever- 
age Control Board on the ap- 
plication for a retail carry-out 
license for wine and beer for 
the West End Market at 2424 
Pa. Ave. Testifying at the 
Hearing were Robert Alcorn 
and Mary Healy. 

Community feelings are di- 
vided on this issue. St. Stephen 
Martyr Church, Columbia 


‘Hospital for Women and the 


Foggy Bottom Association, as 
well as Mary Healy, opposed 
the granting of the license at 
this time; they felt we needed 
time to be assured that the mar- 
ket would be a full-fledged 
market and not a liquor outlet. 
The Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission did not oppose 
the license — neither did they 
support it; however, they ex- 
tracted from the owner of the 
West End Market some protec- 
tive concessions of operation 
for the benefit of the communi- 
ty before passing their resolu- 
tion. Alcorn presented pros 
and cons of residents who had 
discussed this matter with him. 
Non-opposers have generally 
taken a “Give them the license 
and let us wait and see” posi- 
tion. 


The transcript of the hearing 
will be available within ten 
days, after which witnesses 
have a 20-day period to verify 
the record. After that time a 
decision will be made by the 
ABC Board. 


Monday 
Recorder Group 
by Robert B. Johnson 


The beginner recorder class 
started on September 16 and 
lasts about four months. The 
class will meet Monday nights 
at The United Church, 20th & 
G Streets, N.W. 

Our beginners’ class will be 
open to people who have no 
musical experience. Class dues 
will be only $2 per month. Gra- 
duates of this class will be in- 
vited to continue as members 
of MRG — ina more advanced 
playing section. 

Foggy Bottom News readers 
who want to find out more 
about our class are invited to 
call me at 863-0279 or Virginia 
Singer at 544-6022. 


September 1985 


Volume 30, No. 1 


Foggy Bottom News 


The Foggy Bottom News is a publication of the Foggy Bot- 
tom Association. All editorial and other assistance is con- 
tributed on a volunteer basis by residents of the area. 
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THE GOVERNOR SHEPHERD: A 


REPLY TO EDWARD LENKIN 


By Richard Striner 


The human mind is capable 
of talking itself into convenient 
opinions indeed. It is my con- 
tention, as a leading preserva- 


` tion advocate in the controver- 


sy surrounding the Governor 
Shepherd apartment building, 
that Edward Lenkin — the de- 
veloper whose wrecking crew 
reduced the building to ruins — 
has performed this feat in the 
essay he called “A Different 
Opinion on the Governor 
Shepherd” as published in the 
last issue of Foggy Bottom 
News. But Mr. Lenkin, you 
will not slip by in this matter as 
adroitly as all that. Whatever 
your reasons for demolishing 
the Governor Shepherd, your 
“opinion” defies credence. 

- It is Lenkin’s contention that 
the building he demolished 
“meets neither the (D.C. His- 
toric Preservation) Review 
Board’s criteria for designation 
nor the National Register’s cri- 
teria for listing.” In his own 
review of the criteria, Len- 
kin’s argument encompassed two 
points: (1) the Governor Sheph- 
erd was not a “pure” example 
of an architectural style (and 
thus was supposedly unworhy); 
and (2) despite its prominence 
in period literature — it was 
featured in Architectural 
Forum, in the Museum of Mo- 
dern Art’s Guide to Modern 
Architecture, Northeast States 
(1940), and in Forms and Func- 
tions of 20th-Century Architec- 
ture (Talbot Hamlin, ed.) — it 
was not, according to Lenkin, 
a “notable” work of its ar- 
chitect, Joseph Abel, whom 
Lenkin does admit to be an im- 
portant architectural practi- 
tioner. The Governor Sheph- 
erd, Lenkin alleges, was an 
“unsuccessful” design by Abel, 
of merely “representative” va- 
lue. 

Lenkin — who is not a his- 
torian — justifies these con- 
tentions by citing testimony by 
certain individuals who, con- 
veniently, were on his payroll 
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as hired “consultants” when the 
Governor Shepherd case went 
to a hearing. But he also cites a 
staff report to the Review 
Board reflecting a position si- 
milar to his own. 


This staff report provides the 
only shred of credibility in 
Lenkin’s stated position. We 
shall deal with this shred in a 
moment. But first, some preli- 
minary arguments. 


Preservation Criteria are 
Flexible 


The D.C. preservation or- 


dinance criteria are highly flexi- 


ble. They were drafted this way 
deliberately. They are full of 
judgmental adjectives like “sig- 
nificant” and “notable.” Stand- 
ards of significance are con- 
stantly in flux in scholarship, 
and rightly so. In historical 
scholarship especially, the 
lengthening perspectives of 
time provide a constantly- 
shifting interpretive basis for 
judging what is and is not “sig- 
nificant.” Moreover, the local 
preservation criteria establish a 
generous basis for judgments 
of associative value. One cri- 
terion states, in part, that pro- 
posed landmarks can display 
historical value by simply being 
“associated with persons, 
groups, institutions or move- 
ments that contributed signi- 
ficantly” to the city’s develop- 
ment. Another criterion, be- 
sides establishing historical 
value through the much-bela- 
bored standard of embodying 
“architectural styles,” goes on 
to proclaim that buildings can 
display a commensurate his- 
torical value by reflecting 
“other architectural, aesthetic 
or engineering expressions 
significant to the appearance 
and development of the Na- 
tional Capital or the Nation.” 
(Emphasis added) Clearly, 


people who wanted to err on 


the side of generosity of spirit : 


— of liberality — in conserving 
our heritage. And they were 
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Complimentary 
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also people who wanted the or- 
dinance to stay in touch with 
the work of independent scho- 
lars whose interpretations are 
the cutting edge of historical 
research. i 

In this regard, my preserva- 
tion colleagues in Foggy Bot- 
tom were careful to consult the 
pre-eminent scholars in validat- 
ing our assessment of the Gov- 
ernor Shepherd’s significance. 
The scholars we approached — 
Richard Longstreth (Preserva- 
tion Chairman of the Society 
of Architectural Historians), 
James Goode (Curator of the 
Smithsonian Castle, and the 


_ foremost expert on apartment 


house evolution in Washing- 


ton, D.C.), Frederick Gutheim 
; (a pre-eminent figure in the 


: field of urban planning in the 


nation’s capital), Tony Wrenn 
(archivist of the American In- 
stitute of Architects) — assured 
us that the Governor Shepherd 
was indeed an important build- 
ing, one that heralded modern 
design’s arrival in the nation’s 
capital. It occupied a vanguard 
position in the wave of design 
that helped to give the city the 
look and feel that it now has. A 
hybrid building, reflecting the 
personal style of its architect, it 
showed inspiration from the 
so-called “International Style” 
of radical modernism — but 
this identification, the scholars 
cautioned, was an approxima- 
tion only. It was useful, but on- 
ly to a point. Like many impor- 
tant buildings, the Governor 
Shepherd displayed a combina- 
tion of design modes. 

These judgments were ren- 
dered by scholars of pre-emi- 
nent stature, at the forefront of 
their profession. And they were 
rendered by scholars whose in- 
dependence is unimpeachable. 

Contrast this with the paid 
testimony that Lenkin put for- 
ward as evidence. It is all very 
well to employ architectural 
history as a private business. 
But those who do should bear a 


these criteria were drafted by | special philosophic burden 


when they testify against pre- 
servation. There are actually 
“consultants” in practice who 
will testify (for money) on be- 
half of developers who want to 
torpedo particular buidings on 


the grounds that the buildings . 


are “second- or third-rate,” arid 
then proceed to do National 
Register nominations for build- 
ings that are similarly less than 
masterworks on behalf of de- 
velopers who want to get lucra- 
tive preservation tax advan- 
tages. And how does one retain 
credibility with such behavior? 

Now consider the matter at 
hand. The Governor Shepherd, 
we were told, was neither a 
“pure” example of an architec- 
tural style nor aesthetically 
“successful.” It was said to be 
not as “good” — or at least it 


was no “better” — than many 
other buildings by Abel. What 
an edifying spectacle it is: 
aesthetic judgments, reflecting 
the most notoriously personal 
and shifting realms in the 
whole of human experience, 
delivered with ecclesiastical cer- 
titude, and from professional 
hired consultants! It is almost 
as though these particular con- 
sultants have forgotten the 
scorn that was once universally 
directed at buildings we revere 
today. Who would not rise to 
the defense of the Old ‘Execu- 
tive Office Building, which not 
very long ago was damned as 
an aesthetic “failure?” 


Back to the Staff Report 


The question of the Gover- 
nor Shepherd’s “style” was at 
the heart of the staff report to 
the Preservation Review Board, 


‘to which I promised to return. 


One can say, at least, that the 
recommendations of the staff 
historian were hardly tainted 
with the vested interest that 
suffuses the pronouncements 
of Lenkin’s hired “consul- 
tants.” And so the proper 
response to the recommenda- 
tions is sadness rather than 
anger. They display the sort of 
pedantry that art historian Be- 
vis Hillier has branded as re- 
gressive, at a time when scho- 


lars “are abandoning the old art 


historians’ game of chopping 
up art into rigid categories, and 
are trying instead to show how 
different manners relate to 
each other and blend together.” 
Richard Longstreth has recent- 
ly condemned the practices that 
evaluate architectural works 
“not so much for what they tell 
us about architecture, society 
or place, as for the degree to 
which they can be stuck into so 
many stylistic pigeonholes.” 

| Who cares if the Governor 
Shepherd was a “pure” example 
of the International Style? The 
pre-eminent figures in the field 
of architectural history did not 
care — for they pronounced 
the building significant. 


But what if the Governor 
Shepherd, for all its unusual 
prominence in the period’s li- 
terature, was not a supreme ar- 
chitectural masterwork after 
all? What if it was nothing 
more than a good representa- 
tive example of Joseph Abel’s 
work, along with others? There 
are those who would argue that 
if preservation is to have signi- 
ficance, it must encompass a 
great deal more than just su- 
preme masterworks. Almost 
every historic district con- 
stitutes a valuable sort of col- 
lectivity, more important than 
the sum of its parts. And this 
same collectivity inheres in 
building trends that are geo- 
graphically diffused through- 


3 


` oùt a community — but which 


constitute a valuable part of a 


. community’s heritage. One by 


one, almost every other build- 
ing designed by Joseph Abel 
could be subjected to the sort 
of trumped-up critiques in- 


- flicted on the Governor Sheph- 


erd by the hired “consultants.” 
And one by one they would go 
— leaving the city dispossessed 
of an important architect’s life- 
achievement. 

“If buildings like the Gover- 
nor Shepherd are eligible for 
landmark status, what building 
in Washington would not be 
eligible?” asked Lenkin. Per- 
haps it would be more enlight- 
ening to ask what kind of city 
we will have if developers. con- 
tinue to dismiss the civic im- 
pulse of continuity; if they con- 
tinue to save a few selected ar- 
chitectural “examples” while 
engaging in destruction of en- 
tire square blocks; if they con- 
tinue to feed the trendy up- 
heavals that rob us of what the 
urbanologists refer to as cul- 
tural “context.” There are some 
major cities in America where 
visual continuity is held to be a 
civic asset. There are signs of 
this in Washington, too. There 
is proof. around the corner 
from the Governor Shepherd, 
at 515 22nd Street, N.W., 
where developers Greenbaum 
and Rose have handsomely 
restored a 1940 apartment 
building — originally called the 
Park Manor. — for use as an 
office building. This is of 
course exactly what Edward 
Lenkin refused to do with the 
Governor Shepherd. And what 
was the rationale for re-use as 
opposed to destruction? Was 
the Park Manor a masterwork? 
Or where there other moti- 
vations at work? 

From the civic standpoint, . 
which is more pleasing, the vi- 
sion of the Park Manor spark- 
ling again — or the Governor 
Shepherd in ruins? Greenbaum 
and Rose showed a sensibility 
we know from experience 
whenever we happen to encoun- 
ter it: true class. So let the con- 
trast speak for itself. 

This is not to say that Ed- 
ward Lenkin has no credible 
position. The 11th-hour nature 


_ of the controversy made ill feel- 


ings predictable; and Lenkin 
might have faced constraints 
from his speculative partners in 
the venture, the Pan American 
Health Organization and (de 
facto) the State Department. 
But these particular points of 
contention — which I have no 
objection to pursuing in future 
exchanges — have nothing to 
do with the scholarly merits of 
the case, which Mr. Lenkin has 
chosen to dispute. And this is 
where his “opinion” on the 
Governor Shepherd is the 
palest rationalization. O 
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Hearing Held on 


Historic District 


On Wednesday, September 
11, the Historical Preservation 
Review Board held its hearing 
on the ANC and FBA applica- 
tion for designation of five 
Foggy Bottom squares as a his- 
toric district. The Board, how- 
ever, did not reach a decision, 
and held the record open for an 
additional ten days. A decision 
may be announced at its meet- 
ing in November. 

Witnesses at the hearing 
were David Maloney of the 
D.C. Preservation Office, 
Steve Levy, ANC2A Commis- 
sioner, Emily Eig of Traceries, 
Ellie Becker for FBA and as an 
individual home owner, and 
John Landgraf and Grace Wat- 
son, also as homeowners. 
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The application 
Squares 5, 16, 17, 28 and 29 (K 
Street on the north, 24th and 
New Hampshire on the east, H 
Street on the south and 26th on 
the west; and the 3 houses at 


27th & Eye Streets). The staff - 
‘(Ward 2) was invited by the 
John F. Kennedy School of ` 


report was very favorable, but 
recommended that Square 5 
(27th & Eye) not be included, 
that most of the 26th Street and 
Queen Anne’s Lane be exclud- 
ed, and the deletion of the cor- 
ners of 24th and 26th and K, 
where highrises are now being 
constructed. 


The ANC and FBA asked 
that part of the recommended 
deletions be reinstated, and the 
Board is considering that re- 
quest. There will be additional 


information in subsequent is- 


sues of the News. 


involves 
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Kudos to 


to “Our John” 


By Mary E. Healy 


Councilman John A. Wilson 


Government at Harvard to par- 
ticipate in its Fellowship Pro- 
gram. John will be teaching a 
course in Government during 
the Fall Semester. This is a par- 
ticular honor for John and for 
the District of Columbia — a 
well deserved honor I might 
add. As we in Ward 2 have 


‘come to know over the past 10 


years John lives and breathes 


City Government — 24 hours a 
day. Were proud for you, 
John. 


federal 


market 


1215 23RD STREET. N.W. 
Fitoni] SLICED 


YOU SHOP... 
WE DELIVER! 
PHONE: 333-6630 


JUN TEST 


pkgs 


TASTY 


RICHFOOD 


ORANGE COOKIN’ 
JUICE 


89° 


FOX DE LUXE 


FROZEN| TASTY 
PIZZA | YOGUR 


2,84 00 


WSenOMELETT E wen .89 
OMELETTE...°1.75 


STORE HOURS: 

MON.-FRI. 7:30 A.M.-9:00 P.M. 
SAT. 8:00 A.M. - 8:00 P.M. 
SUN. 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 


Quantity Rights Reserved 
eNot Responsible For 
Typographical Errors 


PRICES GOOD: 
SEPT. 19-29, 1985 


~ Cookies n’ 
Cream 


97499 


COTTAGE 
CHEESE 


$439 
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ctn. 


24 Oz. 
cont. 


BANQUET 


BAGS 


pkg. 
LIGHT N’ LIVELY 
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conts. 
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_ St. Mary’s Court 


Elects Foggy 


< Bottom Residents 


St. Mary’s Court Housing : 


Development Corporation 
elected Carol T. Radin of 
Watergate East as President of 
the Board of Directors at its 
June meeting. Mrs. Radin has 
been a director for several 
years, and has previously serv- 
ed in various official capacities. 
Marcella Peterson of the West- 
bridge was elected Vice Presi- 
dent. 


The corporation operates St. 
Marys Court at 725 24th 
Street, N.W., to provide hous- 
ing and special services for 
senior citizens. For additional 
information on the corpora- 


tion, contact the Resident Serv-: 


ices Director at 223-5712. 


Also in June, Foggy Bottom 
residents Marianne Freeman of 
23rd Street and Geoffrey E. 
Stamm of Potomac Plaza were 
elected as new directors for 
three-year terms. 


Needed: Gar- 
deners — With- 


out a Garden 


For those of you who love to 
dig in the dirt and like to see 
lovely flowers and grass grow: 
here is your opportunity. St. 
Stephen Martyr Catholic 
Church at 25th & Pennsylvania 
has lost its gardner (a vol- 
unteer) who used to give the 
25th Street garden such tender 
loving care. The lack of his 
touch is very noticeable. Father 
Sheehan would be delighted 
with the help of anyone who 
would like to help design the 
fall plantings (and, of course, 
maybe donate some) and ac- 
tually plant them. The church 
garden has been enjoyed for 
many years by a great many 
residents and visitors; let’s do 


what we can to help. Call Fa- 


ther Sheehan on 785-0983. 


Leon Micanian Ss 
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/ 
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Awards to > 


Billy Teel 


After the June edition of The 
Foggy Bottom News was pub- 
lished, we learned of honors 


_ bestowed upon one of our Fog- 


i 


SS E T ee 


WATERGATE EXXON 


Auto Repairs.¢ Lubrication © Tune-Ups 
Tires © » Wheel Balancing © Accessories 


«Washington D.C: 20037 
“Phone 338-7739" 333-9854 


Ssoocesssssssssssssssssssssesssssssosssossoce 


gy Bottom residents, William 
McIntosh Teel. Billy, as he is 
called by his friends, advertised 
in the May issue of the News 
for summer jobs so you may 
have seen him in the neigh- 
borhood during the vacation 
months. 

Three years ago, Billy ac- 
companied his family from 
Denver, Colorado, to Queen 
Anne’s Lane, Washington, 
D.C. He registered at Stevens 
School, 21st and K Street 
N.W., and attended grades 4, 5 
and 6. He graduated in June. 
This year he received the 1985 
Most Valuable Player Award 
in Baseball at Mitchell Park. 
From Stevens School, he also 
received the PTA Award for 
Most Outstanding Student — a 
$50.00 savings bond — as well 
as one of two awards given by 
the American Legion. 

Billy was on the Student 
Council for three years and was 
the parliamentarian for 1984- 
85. For three years he was on 
the honor roll and for 1985 he 
was a member of the Beta Jun- 
ior Club. From 1983 to 1985, 
he was also a member of the 
4-H. 

We join in congratulating 
Billy on the honors received. 
We wish him well in the years 
ahead. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


NEIGHBORHOOD WALKING 
TOURS. Kalorama, Dupont 
Circle, Embassy Row, Foggy 
Bottom, Adams-Morgan, Me- 
ridian Hill, others. History, 
architecture, people, current 
activities. (202) 387-8907. 


BRIDGE CLASSES. All levels. 
Partners provided. Games: 
Fridays, Saturdays. Foggy 
Bottom location, free parking. 
(202) 387-8907. 


Volkswagen Specialist 


“ 2708 Virginia, N. W. 
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Continued from page 1 


Board member Beth Marcus, 


-and former neighborhood 


freeway representatives Lucille 
Duprat, Jenny Brake, and Tom 
Miller. I put them together here 
for convenience and discus- 
sion. 

The proposals call for reduc- 
tions in noise, traffic conges- 
tion, dangers to pedestrians, 
and visual blight within the 
parameters outlined by the 
Mayor. They are not intended 
as an ideal or definitive solu- 
tion and should be carefully 


analyzed before any neigh- 


borhood recommendation is 
given. 

The neighborhood is now 
presented with a unique oppor- 
tunity to improve its environ- 
ment. The ANC and FBA de- 
serve all the help neighborhood 
residents can muster, including 
the submission of other crea- 
tive ideas. The latest phase of 
the freeway efforts offers a new 
chance for the neighborhood to 
show the kind of unity, deter- 
mination, and common sense 
for which it has been renown- 
ed. 


Separate Traffic Light. The 
merging of westbound traffic 
from the K Street access ramp 
onto the freeway at 25th Street 
now creates intolerable noise 
and hazards to both pedes- 
trians and vehicles. The city 
should consider installing a 
separate traffic light on that ac- 
cess ramp, well back from 
where the current one now 
stands. This light should be 
timed to. flash red when the 
main light on the freeway 
flashes green, and vice versa. 
When pedestrians cross, both 
lights of course should be red. 
By separating the access ramp 
traffic from the freeway traf- 
fic, we will be able to control 
the presently chaotic merging 
of vehicles. A side effect would 
be to cut down somewhat the 
number of vehicles entering the 
freeway from this ramp, since 
the wait would tend to dis- 
courage drivers from using it. 


Partially Covered Free- 
way. The city should consider 
decking over the already de- 


pressed part of the freeway just : 


SHOE REPAIR 
WHILE YOU WAIT 


DRY CLEANERS 
& 
LAUNDRY 
SERVICE 


Alterations on Premises 


J.M. Valet 
1906 I St. NW 
457-9838 


west of Washington Circle. A 
large cover would spare resi- 
dents at 2400 and 2424 Penn- 
sylvania Avenue, the St. 
James, and the Circle Arms the 
current noise levels. The deck 
possibly could be landscaped to 
disguise further what lies 
i beneath it. 


Noise-Dampening Tiles. The 
installation of aesthetically at- 
tractive noise-reducing tiles all 
along the freeway could help 
cut back noise. They are par- 


ticularly needed where the 


freeway submerges to enter 
Washington Circle (with or 
without a partial decking over). 
They could also be placed 
along all curbs of the freeway 
in both directions. 


Pedestrian Crossing. Several 
improvements could be made 
at the freeway crossing at 25th 
Street to: improve safety and 
appearance. First, a clear stop 
line should be marked where 
freeway vehicles must halt for a 


a J 
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red light, and it should be well | installing broad boulevard-like © 
` sidewalks along K Street all the 


back from the crossing. area; 
now, vehicles drive into the 
middle of the crossing. Second, 
two crossings across K Street 
should be made, one from ei- 
ther sidewalk of 25th Street, 
since pedestrians will cross 
from the eastern sidewalk even 
though warned not to do so. 
Third, the two crossings should 
be made in a material of dif- 
ferent color and even material 


than the road itself. Non-skid ` 


brick might be attractive. 


Fourth, bright white lines . 


should be marked on either 
side of these cross paths. Fifth, 
the timing of the light should 
be extended somewhat to allow 
for safer crossing. Sixth, a 
bright, flashing pedestrian 
crossing sign should be install- 
ed within the tunnel under 
Washington Circle. Finally, the 
crossing under 26th Street 
should be cleaned up and im- 
proved. 


Broad, Boulevard-like Side- 
walks. Few obstacles exist to 


FOGGY BOTTOM/WEST END COMMUNITY 
Advisory Committee on the Whitehurst Freeway 


Co-Chairpersons: 


Holsey G. Handyside 
Vice President, FBA 


Members: 


Kenneth Carroll 
2424 Pennsylvania Avenue 


Dr. Morris J. Chalick 
2450 Virginia Avenue 


Howard Feldman 
922 24th Street 


Beth Marcus 
1001 26th Street 


Ex Officio Members: 
Robert C. Brewster, President 
Foggy Bottom Association 


Maria Tyler, 
ANC.Commissioner: 
Chairperson, ANC 


_ Transportation Committee 


Orhan Ozdamir 
1121 24th Street 


Richard Price 
2555 Pennsylvania Avenue 


Barbara Searle 
940-950 25th Street 


Sarah Shapiro 
2020 F Street 


Geoffrey Stamm 
Chairperson, ANC2A 


USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS 


Abandoned Vehicles 673-6993 
Air Pollution 767-7370 
Animal Control 576-6665 

Dead Animal Pick-up 727-4825 

Wash Animal Rescue L. 726-2556 
Board of Elections 727-2534 
Booted Vehicles 727-5000 
Cong. Delegate Fauntroy. 275-0171 
Consumer Hotline 727-7080 
Councilmember Wilson’s Office 724-8058 
Dog Tags 

New 727-7089 

Renewal 727-7085 
Driver’s License . 727-6680 
Driver’s Hearings 727-6761 

` Driver’s Road Test 727-6580 
Fire Department - 

Non-Emergency 462-1762 
Fire Emergency 911 
Food Inspection 727-7251 
Garbage Removal 727-4825 
Health Inspection 727-7250 
Historic Preservation 727-7360 
Housing Code Violations 727-7709 
Impounded Vehicles 727-5000 
Leaf Collection 727-4825 

_ Litter Control 727-4825 
Lot & Square Information 727-7050 
_ Mayor Barry’s Office 727-6319 
Motor Vehicle Info 727-6680 
Motor Vehicle Insurance 727-5986 
Motor Vehicle Registration 727-6680 


Motor Vehicle Temporary 

Plates 727-5518 
Parking Enforcement 727-9208 
Parking Regulations 727-9208 
Parking Resident Permit 727-5409 
Parking Tickets 727-5000 
Police Emergency - 

Crime in progress 911 
Police - To report a crime that 
has happened but is not in 

progress 
FBA Neighborhood Watch 


727-4326 
337-5022 


Police - Second District 282-0070 
Police - Second District i 
Community Relations 282-0050 
Pothole Repair 767-8527 : 

- Recreation - Public 

Information 673-7660 
Sidewalk Repair 767-8527 
Street Cleaning 727-4823 
Streetlight Repair (Day) 727-5631 
Streetlight Repair (Night) 833-7500 
Taxicab Information and - 

Complaints 727-5401 
Towed Vehicle 727-5000 
Traffice Sign Repair “927-5756 
Traffic Signals 727-5876 
Trash Removal 727-4825 
Tree Maintenance 767-8532 
Water & Sewage Bills 727-5240 
Water & Sewage Emergency 673-6600 
Water Meter Reading ` 


727-5240 


way from 24th to 26th Streets. 
A broadening by about three 
feet can take place between 
25th and 26th Streets without 
reducing the width of the two 
side roadways. The roadways 
can be shifted several feet 
toward the main freeway. This 
can be done by tearing down 
and narrowing the barriers now 
standing between these road- 
ways and the freeway. The 
sidewalks now on this short 
stretch of median barrier are 
superfluous, since anyone seek- 
ing access to or from lower 
Georgetown can enter/exist the 
pedestrian walkway at 26th 
Street. A widening of the side- 
walks can also be done between 
24th and 25th Streets. The new 
sidewalk can be done in non- 
skid brick; in conjunction with 
bricking in the pedestrian walks 
across K Street at 25th Street, 
the effect would be visually to 
link both sides of K Street. 


Extended Barrier. While 
reducing the width of the bar- 
riers now separating the free- 
way from the side roads, the 
one on the southern side of the 
freeway beween 25th and 26th 
Streets should be lengthened all 
the way to the pedestrian 
crosswalk, in effect taking the 
place of the yellow poles that 
are now there. This would im- 
prove both pedestrian safety 
and the freeway’s appearance. 


Landscaping. A number of 
landscaping measures could be 
undertaken to soften the ap- 
pearance of the freeway and 
cut noise. Shrubbery and trees 
could be planted all along the 


20th & G St. 
United Church 
M/Tu/W/Th 6:30 p.m. 


23rd St. | 
State Department 
(Clearance Required) 
Tu/Th 12:00 noon 
Pennsyivania & 7th 


FTC Building 
M/W/F noon (no walks-ins Fri.) 


FREE Introductory class with ad 
Cali 528-2141 for more information 
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center median barrier and 
along the two side barriers (be- 


‘tween the freeway and side 
` roads). Thick, sturdy, year- 
i round, low shurbs could help 


dampen noise from car engines 
and exhaust pipes. Creative 
landscaping could also be em- 
ployed between 24th and 25th 
Streets where ugly steel railings 


now top the cement barriers. 


New Street Lights. The current 
street lights along the freeway - 
are intended more for high- 
ways and business districts than 
residential neighborhoods. 
They should be replaced. with 
lights that are attractive, 
distinctive, and lower-level. 


Improved Parks. Work should 
be done on the two parks on 
both sides of the freeway west 
of 26th Street to make them at- 
tractive and useable. The 
removal of some benches (fre- 
quented by vagrants) from the 
northern park in July on the in-. 
itiative of some 26th Street 
residents has already made an 
improvement. But more needs 
to be done, including blocking 
off the area under the freeway 
to the parks. Currently these 
areas provide concealment and 
shelter to vagrants and poten- 
tial criminals and discourage 


‚residents from using the 26th — 
Street underpass. 


26th and L Safety. Vehicles 
currently coming up from the E 
Street expressway ramp to the 
26th and L Street intersection 
pose a real danger to pedes- 
trians. Pedestrian walkways 
should be clearly marked at this 
corner and a stop sign or at 
least a yield sign installed. Q 


It’s 
Fitness 

Firmness 

Hexibility 
Affordable 

but most of all... 
i's Funt 


Crimewatch 


Welcome back after a long, 
hot, summer. As usual, we will 
recap some of the trends which 
occurred over the last months 
so that you can be aware of 
things which may interest you. 


Many of you have reported 
seeing the new Neighborhood 


Watch signs throughout the , 


area. Some of you have even 
asked at this late date how to 
get signs for your individual 
blocks. Remember, either Ma- 
ria Tyler or I have a model 
form which has to be filled in, 
block-by-block, with names of 
people willing to serve, and 
sent to Marty Clark at the 
Police Station. There is no 
other way. . . you have to 
-cooperate with us in the matter 
so that it becomes a kind of 
joint venture. Both of us are 
available at ANC and Foggy 
Bottom meetings so let us 
know how we can help you. 
This summer our people 


have been good at reporting | 


crimes, alerting police to 
suspicious persons, etc. Thank 
you all for your help. How- 
ever, you have been very lax in 


BT cc AAS ES ins SOL re ENC IS i 


Contribution 


Aan So. cop cual DEEA a RETA 


Make checks payable to 


many other ways which has 
probably contributed to the 
crime you have been busily re- 
porting. You are still leaving 
things in cars parked on the 
street which are a direct lure to 
the thief. I cannot say that it is 
only the tourist because a num- 
ber of them have been from 
cars belonging to local resi- 
dents. The latest was in the 
2500 block of I Street during 
the early hours of September 2. 
You are still locking your win- 
dows and leaving your back 
and patio doors open which is 
the best invitation possible and 


those of you who live in apart- . 


ment houses are still opening 


‘the doors to strangers.. Several 
_ buildings in the area had rob- 
-beries in laundry and storage 


rooms throughout the summer 
and several others reported 
strange people roaming the 
halls. Ladies . . . you are still 
leaving your handbags lying 
loosely next to an open car win- 
dow while you drive through 
town. That’s dangerous. We 
had a theft through an open car 
window at a red light at 24th 
and Pennsylvania just recently. 
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by Bob Alcorn 


You have been very good at 
reporting burned out security 
lights but lax in reporting burn- 
ed out alley lights just next to 


‘them. You have also been very 


good with regard to the hand- 


ing of your purses while walk- 


ing through the streets of town 
but then you hang it on the 
back of your chair at a res- 
taurant. What a good tempta- 
tion for a thief. 


In general, while there have 
been crimes throughout the 
Bottom, people have become 
more aware of its existence and 
have been quick to report it to 
the police and one of the crime 
watch people. Also, Marty 
Clark is pleased that people 
think enough to call her to ask 
for information. It gives her 
more visible coverage and at 
the same time gives her a 
chance to speak to local : resi- 
dents. 


Keep up the good work now, 
add your block to our Watch 
program and help us fight 
crime. You are the most impor- 
tant link. See you at the Foggy 
Bottom and ANC meetings? 
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Washington, D.C. 20037 
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2555 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 


Washington, D.C. 20037 


Columbia Plaza Valet 
532 23rd St., N.W. © 293-2663 
Washington, D.C. 


Same Day Custom Dry Cleaning and Shirt 
Laundry * Seamstress on Premises * 
Shoe Repair 


Magic Gourd Restaurant 


Chinese Cuisine e Luncheon e Dinner 


SPECIAL SATURDAY LUNCH BUFFET 


Cocktail e Carryout ¢ Banquet 


First Name 


St. Stephen’s 
Seeks Voices 


The Church of St. Stephen, 
Martyr, 2436 Pennsylvania 
Ave., N.W., has openings for 
additional voices in all sections 
of the mixed adult choir. Peo- 
ple of all faiths who like to sing 
good choral music are welcome 
to join. In addition, a boys’ 
choir is being formed, and the 
organist-choirmaster, John 
Conner, is recruiting musically 
talented boys age 8 and up for 
the choir. Repertoire of both 
groups will include Gregorian 
chant, Renaissance motets, Ba- 
roque music, and English cath- 
edral music. _ 

Rehearsals for adults are 
Wednesday evenings, 7:30-9:30 
p.m. The choir sings at 11:00 
a.m. on Sundays. Rehearsal 
time for the boys will be after 
school hours, times to be ar- 
ranged. 

Conner holds the B. Mus. 
degree from Catholic Univer- 
sity and the M. Mus. degree 
from the University of South- 
ern California, and the Choir- 
master diploma of the Ameri- 
can Guild of Organists. He has 
appeared extensively as an or- 
gan recitalist and formerly was 
organist-choirmaster of St. 
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Mary’s Cathedral, Ogdens- 
burg, N.Y., Christ Church, 
Williamsport, Penn., and the 
Parish of St. Michael and All 
Angels, Corona del Mar, Cali- 


‘ fornia. He has had extensive 


experience training boys’ 
voices. 

Boys will be trained in the 
English choral tradition accor- 
ding to the Royal School of 
Church Music training pro- 


‘gram. In addition to vocal 


skills, they will be taught fun- 


damentals of music including . 


note reading, sight singing and 


“ear training. The parish is of- 


fering this program to boys of 
any faith, grades 3-7. No pre- 
vious musical training is re- 
quired, although prospective 
choristers should be able to 
sing a simple melody in tune. 
Older boys with changed voices 
(alto, tenor, and bass) and 
previous musical training are 
also invited to join the choir. 

Those interested in the choirs 
should phone the Choirmaster 
at St. Stephen’s Church, 785- 
0982, to make an appointment 
for an interview. 


Marty Clark 
Honored 


Officer Martine (Marty) 
Clark has received from the 
White House a special copy of 
the President’s 1985 Neigh- 
borhood Watch Day Procla- 
mation signed. by President 
Reagan. This is in recognition 
for all the valuable service and 
time Marty has spent in helping 
set up Neighborhood Crime 
Watch in Foggy Bottom and 
West End. She has spent much 
of her time trying to alert our 
residents to ways that they can 
help themselves fight crime and 
crime methods. We are very 
pleased that she has had some 
form of recognition for her 
service to us . . . especially 
from one of our “better known 
residents.” 
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* k k 


The demolition permit application was con- 
sidered by the Review Board and, on Novem- 
ber 13, 1984, it recommended that the demoli- 
tion permit not be granted because the build- 


ings are designated landmarks of the National . 


Capital and, therefore, demolition would be in- 
consistent with the purposes of the Act as set 
forth in Section 2(b). 

* k k 

On January 7 and 11, 1985 the Mayor’s Agent 

conducted a public hearing on the application. 
During the course of the hearings twelve (12) 
witnesses were heard and nine (9) exhibits were 
admitted into evidence. 

* k k 


On behalf of Applicant, Joseph Donnelly 


_ testified that he had represented Applicant in 


transactions regarding the Cooper Houses. He 
testified that after learning that the Cooper 
Houses were subject to landmark designation, 
he considered uses alternative to demolition. 
He stated that he considered investing nominal 
costs to fix up the buildings and concluded that 
that would not make economic sense. 
* k k 

Applicant’s architectural consultant testified 
that he considered alternative uses for the sub- 
ject properties from an architectural and struc- 
tural standpoint. He stated that he considered, 
‘among others, residential use, use as a chan- 
cery, and as a clinic. He concluded that the 
buildings’ location and size were not suitable 
for a chancery. He also stated that demolition 
of parts of the rear of the building and new rear 
construction would be infeasible because of the 
need for side yard, court parking, and/or lot 
occupancy variances, which would have to be 
sought from the Board of Zoning Adjustment. 
[He] surmised that Applicant would realize less 


than 50% of the permitted FAR from a rear. 


addition. 

The applicant’s Real Estate Appraiser testi- 
fied that he conducted economic feasibility 
studies of the properties after performing two 
personal inspections of each property . . . . His 
study consisted of ten tests of nine different 
uses of the properties retaining the front por- 
tions and one for razing the buildings notwith- 
standing the historic landmark designation. He 
found that, using conservative soft cost esti- 
mates, no alternative was economically feasi- 
ble. 

k k k 

Steve Levy of ANC2A stated that in 1981, 
the ANC and Foggy Bottom Association (FBA) 
contracted with Emily Eig, architectural 
historian, Traceries, to study the Foggy Bot- 
tom area to determine which areas were worth 
pursuing as historic designations. The witness 
testified that the study was completed in 1982 
and the recommendations were published in 


_ the Foggy Bottom News and distributed in an 
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area coterminous with ANC 2A. The study rec- 


ommended pursuing the designation of an his- 


toric district, encompassing Squares 14 and 15. 
He stated that while the research was in pro- 
gress, the house at the northwest corner of 
Square 15 was acquired and demolished, im- 
pairing the concept of an historic district. Mr. 
Levy testified that he suggested that the League 
submit applications for the designation of the 
Cooper Houses. Further, he stated that after 
the applications. were submitted, represen- 
tatives of the ANC and FBA met with Mr. 
Cooper, who requested that the applications 
be withdrawn. Mr. Levy stated that the 
meeting took place after January 21, 1984, 
when the sales contract for the purchase of the 
Cooper Houses had already become binding on 
Applicant. He testified that the ANC and FBA 
offered to submit the issue of landmark 
designation to binding arbitration by the 
American Arbitration Association, under 
which the application would be withdrawn if 
the ANC and FBA lost at arbitration. If they 
won at arbitration, according to Mr. Levy, 
they could proceed with the applications, but 
Mr. Cooper would still have had the right to 
oppose the applications. He stated that before 
arbitration began, the groups were contacted 
by Mr. Cooper, who informed them that he 
had a buyer for the properties and arbitration 
would not be necessary. Mr. Levy testified that 
he learned sometime after January 1, 1984 that 
Mr. Cooper was trying to sell the properties, 
but he did not know who the buyer was. 

Mr. Levy testified that the ANC has ne- 
gotiated with property owners in other similar 
situations. He gave four specific examples of 
instances in which the ANC reached agree- 
ments with property owners to preserve the 
historic portions of a building while the ANC 
supported the owner’s use of the side yard, 
court, parking, or other variances. He also 
stated that there had been instances where the 
ANC agreed to changes after an historic de- 
signation was made. 

Kim Hoagland of the D.C. Preservation 
League said it took the position that the matter 
of landmark designation of the Cooper Houses 
should be submitted to arbitration. She tes- 
tified that when the application was signed she 
did not know Mr. Cooper was negotiating to 
sell the properties, nor did she know of plans to 
demolish the properties. Ms. Hoagland stated 
that there were instances in which the League 
negotiated with a property owner to save por- 
tions of a landmark. 

[The Applicant] has [not] approached the 


` League with proposals involving variances for 


the subject properties. She stated that the 
League is prepared to consider such proposals, 
and that the League would support adding on 
to the existing buildings and demolishing some 
portions of the rear in order to save the build- 
ings, if the construction is sensitively designed. 
The policy of the League, according to the wit- 
ness, is to notify the owner that a landmark ap- 
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_ plication has been filed after the application is 


accepted by the Historic Preservation Office. 
The owner was not contacted before the appli- 
cation was submitted because “[w]e were afraid 
that the owner would demolish the building, as 
it was unprotected.” 


Findings of Fact 


The Mayor’s Agent finds that the applicant 
has not proven that no reasonable economic 
use exists. Applicant’s architectural consultant 
has testified that the buildings are suitable as 
single-family residences. The landmark desig- 
nation has not deprived the owner of the eco- 
nomic use which existed at the time the proper- 


= ties were purchased. Further, Applicant has 


not fully considered either partial demolition 
and rear additions or other uses which would 
not require the complete demolition of the pro- 
perties. Although it is aware of the possibility 
that variances for such adaptive reuses may be 
granted by the Board of Zoning Adjustments, 
Applicant has not pursued such options. 
* k k 

In order to meet the burden of proving 
unreasonable economic hardship, the Appli- 
cant must demonstrate that denial of the de- 
molition permit will preclude it from reason- 
able use of its property or return on its invest- 
ment. Based upon the above Findings of Fact 
the Mayor’s Agent concludes that the Appli- 
cant has failed to prove (1) that it cannot use 
the Cooper Houses; (2) that the Cooper Houses 
are not suitable as single-family dwellings; and 
(3) that it could not rehabilitate the Cooper 
Houses and obtain a reasonable return on its 
investment. As the Applicant has not proven 
that there are not other reasonable alternatives 
to the one chosen, the Applicant has not 
demonstrated that unless he can take his pro- 
posed action, the Cooper Houses will be sub- 
ject to a taking without just compensation. The 
Applicant has not proven that there is no rea- 
sonable use left in the property that would pre- 
clude such compensation. 

Therefore, the Mayor’s Agent cannot con- 
clude that denial of a demolition permit for the 
Cooper Houses will result in unreasonable eco- 
nomic hardship of the owner. In the alter- 
native, the Mayor’s Agent concludes that the is- 
sue of unreasonable economic hardship, which 
is equated with a taking, is not ripe for con- 
sideration since the Applicant has not sought 
approval for all uses that would enable it to 
derive economic benefit from the subject prop- 
erty. 

À * k k : 

The Mayor’s Agent finds that demolition of 
the Cooper Houses is not consistent with the 
purposes of the Act, since the Act encourages 
the adaptive use and/or restoration of historic 
landmarks. Applicant failed to adequately pur- 
sue rear constructions, such as the four-story 
structure at the rear of the buildings which was 
considered briefly by Applicant’s architectural 
consultant. 
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MEETING, JUNE 11 


1. G.W. Medical Clinic. 
James Braude of the President 
Condominium Association re- 
ported its opposition to the ex- 
pansion plan, and that it is in- 
volved now in two zoning cases 
(an appeal of recent ruling in 
GW’s favor and opposition to 
GW’s request for variances); 
the original plan has been 
modified but the building is 
still too large. A resolution in 
opposition to the 2nd GW plan 
was passed, and a check for 
$2,000 was given to Braude to 
help defray legal expenses. 


2. M Street Streetscape 
Plan. John Tyres (Westin Ho- 
tel) reported on plans for land- 
scaping M Street between New 
Hampshire Avenue and 26th 
Street; a committee has been 
formed and it will plan and pay 
for the $326,000 project (tree 
planting, new paving, lighting 
fixtures, a mini-park, etc.) 


MEETING, JULY 9 


1. M Street Landscaping. 
The Committee reported fur- 
ther progress and requested 
that ANC and FBA be repre- 
sented on the Committee. 


2. Whitehurst Freeway. 
Commissioner Tyler reported 
on the first meeting of a special 
lower K Street committee ap- 
pointed by the Mayor. She 
moved that a community-wide 
ad hoc committee of represen- 
tatives of FBA and ANC be ap- 
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ANC MINUTES 


(These minutes have been abbreviated due to space limitations.) 


pointed to work with the D.C. 
Department of Public Works 
on freeway traffic problems. 
(The committee appears else- 
where in this issue.) 


3. The Governor Shepherd. 
Commissioner Levy reported 
that the building is being demo- 
lished, the ANC’s adminis- 
trative appeal having failed. 
Commissioner Levy reported 
that the Lenkin Company has 
proposed changes to the facade 
of the new building which have 
improved the quality of its 


design considerably. Changes . 


include Art Deco decorative 


elements at the cornice line and | 
black granite round the en- | 


trance. The facade will be of 
a light-colored, precast lime- 
stone. The building will still be 
8 floors in height-and will ex- 
tend into the area previously 


used by the gas station. There 


will be no stores on the ground 
floor. 

In light of the much improv- 
ed facade plan, Commissioner 
Levy made a motion that the 
ANC express support for the 
revised plan. 


4. L Street Between 22nd 
and 21st. Commissioner Ro- 
senbaum reported that the 
owners of the above property 


«want to extend an existing 


parking lot onto the site of 
a recently demolished town- 
house. A motion that the ANC 
pass a resolution approving the 
continuation of the existing lot 
but opposing its extension was 
approved unanimously. 


Z 


COLUMBIA TRAVEL 


GOING 
HOME 
FOR 
THE 
HOLIDAYS?? 


BE SURE TO 
CALL US NOW 
TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS! 


e 508 23rd Street, N.W. e Washington, D.C. 20037 e 
Columbia Plaza _. 
(202) 659-1020 


5. H.B. Burns Medical Cli- | his confidence that any prob- 


nic. Commissioner Levy pro- 
posed that the ANC expand its 
initial grant of $2000.00 
to the President Condominium 
Association to help defray ex- 
penses incurred by the associa- 
tion in its legal challenge to 
G.W. University’s plans to ex- 
tend the H.B. Burns building. 
Under his proposal, the ANC 
| would establish a matching 
grant fund to reimburse the 
Association for 25% of its legal 
expenses up to a ceiling of 
$7000.00, with the $2000.00 
already granted as part of the 
$7000.00. The motion passed. 

The Association has hired an 
attorney, an architect and a 
traffic consultant to argue 
its case. Expenses have so far 
reached $25,000 and he expects 
that figure to double before the 
case is Over. 

G.W.U. spokesman Roger 
Lyons expressed his objections 
to D.C. Government funds be- 
ing used by the ANC to oppose 
G.W.’s expansion plan and 
argued that the Condominium 
residents knew that a building 
was planned for the adjacent 
vacant lot. 

In response to questions, 
Mr. Lyons said that G.W. will 
not sell the clinic facilities and 
that the University has not as 
yet applied for a variance to 
build a “skywalk” across 22nd 
Street. 


MEETING, AUGUST 13 


1. Alcoholic Beverage 
license for West End Market, 
2424 Pennsylvania, N.W. 
Commissioner Tyler reported 
the results of her discussions 
with residents and institutions 
in the area, the majority of 


whom opposed granting a li- 
cense now.. They felt the appli- , 


cant should operate as a gro- 
cery without a liquor license for 
one year to show its good faith 
and the quality of its proposed 
operations. Commissioner Ty- 


ler introduced’ a resolution in ` 


opposition. 
In discussion, the applicant’s 


attorney, Paul Pascal, stated | 


Support 
Our 


Advertisers | 


lem with street people could be 
handled adequately and expe- 
ditiously if it developed, and 
emphasized the West End Mar- 
ket was trying to provide real 
everyday food services not 
available at the nearby 7-11 or 
Somerset Market. Several area 


residents supported that view. - 


Mary Healy, as representative 
for St. Stephen’s Church and 
Columbia Hospital, strongly 
opposed the application and 
urged that the one-year-trial- 
period precedent set with the 
Somerset Market application 


, in 1984 be followed. Commis- 
sioner Schumacher supported 


the application based on the 
particular applicant’s history as 
former operator of the Foggy 
Bottom Grocery on F Street in 
her area of the neighborhood. 
Jon Nowick conditionally sup- 
ported the application, based 
on his market-basket survey 
that showed West End Market 
to be generally competitive on 
price and variety with other 
neighborhood stores, and on 
his understanding that the ap- 
plicant was prepared to make a 
number of market strategy 
concessions to meet the con- 
cerns: no prominent display of 
the beer and wine, and pricing 
of single bottles or cans of beer 
at 1/3 the six-pack price to dis- 
courage single sales. A sense of 
the meeting vote showed the 
majority of those attending to 
be in favor of a license. 
Commissioner Stamm of- 
fered a friendly amendment to 
the proposed resolution to keep 
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the ANC’s many reservations 
about the license clear, but not 
formally oppose it. Attorney 
Pascal agreed to put the appli- 
cant’s concessions in writing to 
be incorporated in the resolu- 
tion. The resolution as amend- 
ed passed. 


2. Office building at 1227 
25th Street, N.W. The BNA 
seeks to provide more parking 
than required for a new small 
office building development on 
its property: The parking is ex- 
pected to be open to the public 
for a fee, and on balance the 
ANC decided to support the 
application in view of its possi- 
ble relief for some of the park- 
ing problems in the area. 


3. Kennedy Center pedes- 
trian bridge. Commissioner 
Stamm reported that the city is 
seriously exploring the idea of a 
pedestrian bridge over I-66 be- 
tween Columbia Plaza and the 
Kennedy Center. The Kennedy 
Center states that it has not 
asked the city to undertake this 
project. Although information 
is still sketchy, preliminary 
designs are being developed by 
the Department of Public 
Works, and officials ac- 
knowledge that the project 
could cost about $800,000 
to complete» Commissioner 
Stamm expressed his wonder 
that the city could pursue such 
an apparently frivolous pro- 
ject, when so many pedestrian 
safety. improvements are not 
being made in the neighbor- 
hood under the pretext of lack 
of funds. 
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